
 

 

P-20 Council Meeting 

Thursday, October 17 

10:00am – 4:00pm 

 

Sugar Creek Elementary School 

200 N. Towanda Avenue 

Normal, IL 

 

9:00am School Tour (Optional) (30 mins) 

9:30am Check-in Begins (30 mins) 

Agenda 

 

I. 10:00am Welcome and Introductions – Chairman Miguel del Valle (5 mins) 

 

II. 10:05am Review and Approval of July Meeting Minutes (5 mins) 

 

III. 10:10am Welcome from Superintendent (30 mins) – Superintendent Gary Niehaus, Unit 5 School District 

and April Schermann, Normal Community West High School  

 

IV. 10:40am Common Core & PARCC Update (30 mins) – Susie Morrison, IL State Board of Education  

 

V. 11:10am Identifying and Addressing Barriers to Student Success Panel Discussion (80 mins)  

Moderator: Dr. Lizanne DeStefano, Council Coordinator 

Panelists: 

 Elaine Allensworth, University of Chicago Consortium on Chicago School Research 

 Shawn Brown, VOYCE Project  

 Leslie Juby, School Success Task Force 

 Melissa Mitchell, IL Federation for Community Schools  

 

VI. 12:30pm Lunch (30 mins)  

 

VII. 1:00pm Understanding Factors Impacting Student Success and Achievement:  Overview of Illinois Trends 

in Absenteeism, Discipline, and  Graduation Rates (30 mins) – Superintendent Chris Koch, IL State Board of 

Education   

 

VIII. 1:30pm IL Board of Higher Education Updates & Announcements (15 mins) – Executive Director Harry 

Berman, IL Board of Higher Education  

 

IX. 1:45pm Committee Updates (60 mins)  

a. Data, Assessment, and Accountability Committee – Dea Meyer & Robin Steans  

b. Family, Youth, and Community Engagement Committee – Joyce Karon & Deb Strauss  

c. Implementation Review Committee – Roger Eddy & Jane Russell  



 

 

d. Teacher and Leader Effectiveness Committee – Erika Hunt & Audrey Soglin 

 

X. 2:45pm Educator Pipeline Report Presentation (30 mins) – Brad White, IL Education Research Council  

 

XI. 3:15pm Agency Updates (15 mins)  

 

XII. 3:30pm Other Business (10 mins)  

 

XIII. 3:40pm Wrap Up (10 mins) 

 

XIV. 3:50pm Adjourn 


